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MR CHARLES MATHEWS’ BENEFIT. 

A complimentary benefit on a very extraordinary 
icale was given at Covent Garden Theatre on 
‘uesday afternoon, January 4th, to Mr Charles 
Mathews, prior to his departure for Australia. 
Nearly all the theatrical managers and leading 
erformers in the metropolis volunteered their 
ssistance. The programme was unusually long, 
ind comprised scenes from ‘ The House on the 
bridge,” ‘* School,” ‘“*The Lady of Lyon’s,” 
* Not Such a Fool as he Looks,” “ The Toodles,” 
nd ‘‘The Critic.” The house was crowded in 
very part, not a seat, and scrcely standing room, 
eing obtainable. 
At the close of the performance, which was 
ighly successful, }£, Mathews stepped forward, 
nd made a very amusing speech, in the course of 
rhich he said :—* I don’t know which is the most 
omplimentary, the most gratifying to my feelings 
-the cordial demonstration from the brilliant 
ssemblage before the curtain, or the friendly co- 
peration and good fellowship of the galaxy of 
lent behind it. It almost shakes my determi- 
ation to leeve you, and makes me feel inclined 
b go on taking benefits every morning for the 
ext twelvemonth. I have over and over again 
xperienced the kindness of the public, and under 
| sorts of circumstances have been cheered by 
eir favour and patronage, though certainly not 

so marked a manner as in this instance; but 
have never before met with so remarkable a 
anifestation of good feeling—such an utter 
negation of self on the part of my professional 
etbren as has been exhibited to-day. ‘To find 
e most distinguished artists of our time content 
hide their candle under a bushel (I’m the 
shel), playing the most insignificant parts with 
erfect good humour, even shaking their heads 
hthout uttering a word, though without uttering 
word, you will admit that a most flowery (flour-y) 
beech has been made, is a compliment I never 
bn forget, and the remembrance of which I shall 
hrry across the ocean under my waistcoat, next 
y heart of hearts. Albeit, not given to the 
elting mood, I am almost tempted to be senti- 
ental on the occasion, but it is out of my line, 
hd I would not mar the merriment of the morn- 





ing by a serious and formerly concocted set speech. 
I have no wish, ladies and gentlemen, to bring 
your pocket-handkerchiefs into requisition; I 
shall see enough salt water by-and-by without 
that. No, it has been awerry meeting, and I 
would have it a parting, trusting at no distant 
period to have an equally merry return. Oh! I 
am not unmindful of my return, believe me; the 
human mind naturally looks forward, aud as @ 
, proof I beg to inform you thus in good time, that 
I have already accepted an engagement at the 
Haymarket on my arrival. ‘Tickets may be 
secured at the box-office by telegraph a year in 
advance. After all, I’m not going so very far, 
only to the antipodes, and what is that in these 
days? A tour in the provinces, nothing 
more, With a casual peep at Egypt, and a possible 
glimpse of India and China en passant—to many 
people a delightful little pleasure excursion, even 
without the temptation of profit tacked to it; 
while I have a double inducement in the hope of 
finding pleasure and profit combined. Besides, I 
am no stranger to the‘ Overland Route ;’ I ought 
to be quite at bome in it, haviug had a run of 200 
nights on board a P. and O. steamer at the Hay- 
market only a few yearsago. In this sensational 
age it somewhat daring to risk a journey of 15,000 
miles to play simple comedies and farces, without 
the now indispensable adjuncts of fires, murders, 
wrecks, daring leaps, awful headers, and crashiug 
railway engines; where there is no chance for scene 
painters, machinists, limelights, hansom cabs, red 
fire, or moonlight; bridges. How if I should not 
hit the taste of our Antipodean friends ? What's 
to be done then? Well, I suppose I must buy a 
kangaroo, and come home again. As the man 
said when bound for Jerusalem, ‘If I can't con- 
vert the Jews, [can buy an Arabian horse.’ I 
remember a story of Sir Walter Scott’s of a young 
medical practitioner in Perth, who, tired of wait- 
ing for practice in his native city, announced that 
he had determined to emigrate to Australia. 
‘Australia!’ said his friend. ‘ What on earth for? 
Why there are nothing but kavgaroos there.’ 
* Well,’ said he, ‘ isn’t their money as good as 
anybody else’s?’ So, if all else fail, I shall have 
to fall back upon the aborigines, and see if I 








10 THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL 








can’t persuade them to put their hands in their 
pouches. At all events, if our brethren on the 
other side of the globe do not find me exactly the 
commodity they want, they can’t say that Iam 
a mere ephemeral flimsy kickshaw, furbished up 
to impose upon the colonial market. I may fall 
short of their expectations, but I am at least 


genuine of my kind—a long-tried, well-seasoned | duel scene, 


article, warranted sound and fit for immediate 
exportation. 








And now, ladies and gentlemen, \ characters of Griffo, Boissec (the wood cutter), 


the time is arrived when I am to bid you adieu. | 


In a few days I shall take my departure, and, as 
it may be a satisfaction to my friends to know 
that my comfort and happiness will be insured 
during wy perigrinations, as far as anything can 
be insured in this, I will, with your permission, 
present to you a guarantee that I shall have all 
the consolation man can desire in the sweet 
society and affectionate solicitude of a beloved 
companion. Tere is the guarantee (leading for- 
ward Mrs C. Mathews). Ladies and gentlemen, 
allow me in the name of my wife and myself to 
bid you respectfully and gratefully farewell.” 

The speech concluded amid loud plaudits, 
The curtain again rose, and discovered a large 
assemblage of professional ladies and gentlemen, 
who, gathered together in honour of the veteran 
comedian, echoed from the stage the shout of the 
audience. 


Mr C. Mathews is an actor the British stage 
cannot afford to lose. He stands alone in a _par- 
ticular line of characters, and at his time of life 
he is a wonder, being in his 67th year. Is it not 
strange the managers of our most legitimate 
theatres cannot make an arrangement with this 
talented artist to give him engagements? Sup- 
posing twelve managers agree to give him an 
engagement, separately, for a month each, and 
let him play a round of his favourite parts at each 
theatre ; this would be the means of keeping him 
amongst his admirers for another year, and pre- 
vent him leaving his native land and seeking 
engagements in a far distant land, and avoid a 
most unnecessary outlay and fatigue, and perhaps 
be followed by ill health. These are considera- 
tions which we hope he has thought seriously 
about. We could say much upon this subject, 
but must leave the maker to his own judgment. 
If Mr Mathews has made up his mind to see the 
‘** Kangaroos ” in their native state, we hope the 
speculation will prove a profitable one, and as 
the old saying is, ‘“* When you go to Rome you 
are expected to do as other people do,” so on 
the return of Mr Mathews we may expect to see 
an old friend with anew face, wearing a grey 
moustache and a grizzly beard, which will at all 
events fit him for a new character, that of the 
Ghost in “Hamlet.” We wish him every success, 
= a safe and happy return to his native 
soil. 


OOo 
ECLECTIC THEATRE. 

On Thursday last a dramatic entertainment 
was given at the above theatre, under the 
managemest of Messrs F. T. Marion and J. 
Owen. The pieces selected for the occasion 
being the dramas of the “ Corsican Brothers,’ 
“The Miser of Shoreditch,” and concluding with 
the farce of “ To Paris and Back for £5.” 


| 


| 


| of Miss Nelly Lee was a ladylike and pleasing 










































In the first piece the character of Fabieu andi 
Louis de Franchi was sustained by Mr F. TP 


Marion, which wasa very creditable performance; } 
but we noticed at times that there was a feeble- 

ness of voice, which became quite inaudible at : 
the back of the theatre. Mr J. Owen was), Mi 
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goodas Chateau Renaud, particularly in the 
Mr F. W, Drummond was fair as 
M. Maynard; Mr C. Owen undertook the 


and the Surgeon. The parts of Martelli and 
Montgiron were fairly gone through by Messrs 
Coventry and Faulkner. The Emily de Lespaire 


performance. Miss Olive Douglas as Madame 
de Franchi was good, and played the part with 
ability. The rest of the characters were very 
creditably acted ; the tableaux were also very 
effective, and the piece concluded amidst con- 
siderable applause, 

Then followed the old drama, entitled, ‘* Th 
Miser of Shoreditch;” Mr J. B. Barrett enacting 
the part of the hero, Jaspar Scrimpe, with 
ability, but frequently a little too violent for the 
old miser. Mr W. Powell as Toby Taper (his 
man) was an amusing and rather humoursome 
performance. The other characters were abl 
sustained by Messrs Herbert, Vivian, West 
brook, Haines, Cowen, Baker, and Mr J. Owen 
The part of Mabel (the gipsy girl) was under 
took by Miss Minnie Owen, who displayed 
great tact and ability throughout the piece 
The parts of Constance and Abigail Allspice, b 
the Misses Jessie Rose and Nellie Lee were al 
that could be desired, and the drama came to 
successful conclusion. , 

The performance terminated with the farce 
which was very well played. Mr Harrison wa 
the costumier, and Mr E. Wickens perruquier. 





PAVILION THEATRE. 
For some time past burlesque actors an¢ 
actresses have been singing the songs aud imi 
tating the styles of various comic vocalists 
Messrs D’Auban and Warde have now retaliateg 
on an extensive scale, by producing a panto 
mime at the Pavilion Theatre, supported by 
Music Hall artistes, many of whom evince con 
siderable aptitude for their new vocation. The 
piece, entitled “Valentine and Orson; o 
Harlequin Progress and the Peri of the Period,’ 
is written by Mr Charles Marion, whose point 
less and uninteresting dialogue is quiteuowortb¥burn. 
of being so brilliantly illustrated. Miss Emm@re gy | 
Warde, whose Valentine is the quintessence off, ;,, 
gracefulness and spontaneous vivacity, deserve ly j 
to be severely censured for not having giver ag 
the playgoing public an earlier opportunity § og ¢™® 
witnessing her manifold talents, without being®, adc 
suffocated by the smoky atmosphere of a Musi@ton it 
Hall, Messrs John Ward and Alex. Duelimkem. 
can-can is cleverly grotesque ; but Mr D’Aubamry | 
as a trap-gymuast is considerably inferior to M y+shc 
George Conquest ; Miss Warde’s costume ig. , ah 
magnificent. The transformation scene is a wa d 
ineffective daub, and the harlequinade is drearyg. °° 
If the musicians conld oblige by retaining posF° doc 
away 
n to: 


























session of their seats, instead of standing, th¢ 
occupants of the stalls could command a les 
interrupted view of the stage. 
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Fr. Te 
mance; | 
feeble- 


aa '. Miss Fenton, who rose to the high rank of 


in the ™Duchess (like the fortunate actresses whose 
fair as—eareers we sketched in former numbers), was 
ok thefRhe daughter of Lieut. Beswick. Shortly 
cutter), Rafter her birth, her mother married Mr Fen- 
Mi and Bon, coffee-house keeper in Charing Cross, who 
Messrs onsiderately allowed the child to adopt his 
a ame. A more striking instance of the ca- 
+ ty price of fortune has seldom been known than 
rt within the history of Lavinia Fenton, who, of 
re veryipbscure birth, bred in the bar of a public-house 
80 veryland placed on the boards of a theatre, was 
ist COU-Bitimately raised to the first rank of the 
Sy ee 
enecting Little Lavinia was precocious; she had a 
e. withielodious voice and a musical taste, her nomi- 
“ for thelpal father cultivated her powers and she was 
per (hisfhoroughly instructed in various accomplish- 
oursoméements. In ballad singing she was 
ere ably@refully trained. The manager of the Hay- 
pn, West@arket engaged her to play Monimia in “The 
J. — rphan,”—nearly all our last century ac- 
Salad esses appear to have attempted this lachry- 
“ panne ose character—when she was 18. Hand- 
Ispice, bygpme in person and well-conducted, she be- 
2 were al™@me the idol of the town. Costly gifts’ in 
ame tO @Bose days were considered de rigueur, and 
e recipients displayed them without any 
he farcef neachment of their moral conduct. After a 
rison WAg.}onourable proposal from a wealthy indi- 
rugurers Hiual, which she disdainfully rejected, she 
peared as Cherry in the ‘‘ Beaux’ Strata- 
tors an@m.” So great was her success that Rich 
,aud imiffered ber the munificent salary of 15s a 
,vocalistsMek, on which splendid terms our heroine 
retaliate@yed till 1728, the great era of her fame and 
a pantofiune, when ‘The Beggar’s Opera” wae 
ported by bduced, in which Miss Fenton was the ori- 
_— ‘The hal Polly. On the first night c* this popu- 
—_ . org opera, its success was doubtful. Peachum 
1e Period,’@s modelled on the notorious Jonathan Wild, 
ose point#o, 3 years before had been executed at 
euowortb¥burn. The political allusions in this opera 
fiss Emm@re go pointed that Sir Robert Walpole, who 
essence OF; in the stage-box, felt the stroke, but 
y, deserved.jiy iyined in the applause, and contributed 
ee ee turn the tide in favour of the opera, and 
ey s, added to the impression made by Miss 
“of a Musi@iton in Polly, soon established it in popular 
lex. Duelimeem. Rich now actually doubled her 
Ir D’Aubamhry! 30s a week! Not a print-shop or 
ferior to Miby.shop without Polly in her Quaker-like 
costume l.; she played it 63 nights in succession to 
scene 18 84% .ded houses. Friends gathered at the 
le vi arenes be door to prevent her being crushed or 
—o ty away with! £45 was the highest salary 
nand a les n toa prima-donna for a season at the 
bmencement of last century. Mrs Billiog- 
50 years later could command £3,000 and 


POPULAR ACTRESSES.—XLYI. 
DUCHESS OF BOLTON, 




































































































a clear benefit for the season, and wow the pay 
is still higher. 

A noble occupant of the stage-box gazed 
nightly on the fascinating Polly, who first 
captivated him by her plaiutive manner of 
addressing Peachum in the song of ‘O pon- 
der well!’ They were mutually attached, but 
kept it a secret, Lavinia regarded her noble 
lover as Helena viewed Bertram :— 

“ Tt were all one 
That I should love a bright particular star, 
And think to wed it, he is so above me.” 

But mark with what unerring aim the little 
archer, Cupid, shot his darts in those good old 
days. When Gay’s heroine nightly sang 

“Alas! poor Polly! alack, and well-a-day'! 
Before I fell in love, every month was May !” 
poor Polly was deeply attached. Her frien!s 
became alarmed, the manager saw his treasury 
failing, but Polly, a martyr to love, surrendered 
her good name, and beesme the mistress of a 
married man; the nobleman, however, was 
virtually separate’ .com his wife before he 
became attached to Miss Fenton. Swift wrote 
in July, 1728—*‘ The Duke of Bolton has run 
away with Polly Peechum, having settled £400 
a year on her during pleasure, and upon disa- 
greement £200 more ;” but no disagréement 
took place. The Duke really loved her, and 
her devotion to him was intense, he proved 
himself a man of such “ uncoined constancy, ”” 
that neither in word or act was he ever known 
to deviate from that fervent affection which 
united them, Jor 23 years she resided with 
the Duke more like a respected wife than a 
mistress ; she provoked no malice, nor excited 
reproach from the prudish. The Duchess 
dying in 1751, the Duke immediately married 
his mistress, who sustained her acquired rank 
for 8 years with dignified simplicity. She 
outlived her noble husband, but health then 
left her. Under this twofold bereavement she 
tried the waters of Tunbridge Wells, and 
there made the acquaintance of a doctor, who 
successfully treated her case, and who entirely 
devoted his time to her. A crisis shortly took 
place in the Duchess’s complaint, and she 
made her will in extremis, bequeathing, in 
gratitude for two years’ professional devotion, 
a large sum to her medical attendant. Her 3 
sons had but £1,000 a piece. the surgeon 
£9,000 ! 

The Duchess of Bolton was buried at Green- 
wich, with all appropriate honours, in the year 
1760, at the age of 52. 

a 

The remains of Mrs Flexmore were interred on 
Tuesday in Kensal Green Cemetery, in the same 
grave with her son. 

A new historical play, by Tom Taylor, is in 
active preparation at the Queen’s Theatre. It is 
reported however, that the piece is likely to give 
om employment to the gentlemen of the long 
robe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Notice to Secrerartes or Amateur Dramatic 
Civuns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

F. Brytuez, Finsbury Club.—Remember this is the 
sixth application. 

Exxa Stavntron.—Is respectfully thanked. 

J. Owen.—Will see we have attended to his wish. 

Warnrerton.—The Proverbs are very clear and 
novel. 

A Sun.—The 30th volume is now ready, with Index 
and title page, prico 4s 6d. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Li Is. Od. 
hight . A ° Is. 6d, 
Twelve . ‘ ‘ ‘ 2s. Od. 
Twenty : : 2s. 6d. 
Acrosathe back . . ° 1s .extra. 
Advertisements mvs‘ be se: later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top { ‘oor, 8%5a, Strand, 


N.B. All communications to be sent to che Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset Houre. 
List of Agents for the sale of the 
JOURNAL. 
Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, ‘Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn, 
King, Arlington Street, Islington, 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
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Bell, St. John’s Street Road. 
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Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 
J. Bond, Stationer, 42, High-street, Islington. 
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RETROSPECT OF 1869. 
Jan.—Two theatrical losses are to be recorded 
this month—the death of good Nelly Moore,and 
the burning of the Prince of Wales’s Theatre, 
Glasgow. Lyon also died this month. ; 
Fes.—-Another destructive fire, the Hull 
Theatre Royal. Miss Marriott took her fare- 
well performances prior to her departure for 
America, and was presented with her marble 
bust by Col. Addison, for which a subscription 
had been raised. Poor Keeley died. 
Marcn.—Glasgow new theatre opened. End 
of the run of “ The Field of the Cloth of Gold ” 
at the Strand—298th night. Another fire—the 
South London Music Hall. ‘Testimonial pre- 
sented to Mr Strange of the Alhambra, worth 
£450. 
Aprit 1.—** Captain of the Watch” revived 
atthe Haymarket for Sothern, Formes ap- 


peared as Shylock in Edinburgh, Windsor 
Theatre rebuilt and opened. 

May 1.—B. Sullivan opened the Holborn, 400 
of his admirers chartered a train from Liverpool 
in order to witness the performance. ‘ Battle 
of Waterloo” revived at Astley’s. French Plays 
with Lafont and good company at St. James’s. 

June 1.—Formes as Shylock at the Princess’s. 
Farewell of Miss Bateman as “ Mary Warner.” 
Charing Cross Theatre opened. Death of 
Meadows. 

Jury 1.—Mr J. Lee, sec. to the great Kean 
re-appeared on the stage at the age of 70, after 
an absence of 30 years. Narrow escape of Mdlle 
Schneider, through her dress catching fire. 
Sims Reeves played Henry Bertram at the 
Standard. 

Auc.—Formosa,” about which more twaddle 
was written than was ever known concerning a 
sensation piece, was produced at D.L. “ Acis 
and Galatea,” splendid revival, at the Princess’s. 

SrpT.—Engagement of Mr Phelps for a few 
nights at his own temple of the Elizabethan 
drama, Sadler’s Welis. Re-opening of the 
Prince of Wales’s Theatre, Glasgow. 

Oct. 2.— Lost at Sea” produced at the 
Adelphi. 4, Miss Bouverie’s second series of 
Costume Recitals at the ‘ Gallery.’ 11, Lyceum 
re-opened by Mr Allerton, St. James’s re- 
constructed internally, and opened by Mrs J. 

Wood,with “ She Stoops to Conquer,” marvel- 
lously produced. Byron appeared as an actor 
in his own piece at the Globe. 

Nov.—Mdile. Lilian’s first appearance as 
Mazeppa. 17th, Dense fog, during which the 
Prince and Princess of Wales were escorted 
from the little theatre in Tottenham-street to 
Marlborough House by a posse of police carry- 
ing torches. Death of Grisi. 

Dec.—Last nights of “Turn of the Tide.” 
Fechter played at Princess’s, previous to sailing 
for the States. 16, Last night of ‘“ Formosa” 
at D.L. Mrs Lander appeared at the Lyceum 
as Queen Elizabeth with success. ‘“ Fool’s 
Revenge” revived at the Queen’s for Mr and 
Mrs Rousby. Boxing-night, fearful calamity at 
the Bristol Theatre, and loss of 18 lives. Co- 
lumbine at the Croydon Theatre severely burnt. 


—_——_—_.>—_—__ 


OLD PLAYS, AUTHORSHIP, 
AND DATES. 


‘* ABDELAZAR ; or, the Moor’s Revenge.”— 
Tragedy ; this is believed to be an alteration of 
‘*Lascivious Queen,” by Marloe; there is a great 
similitude between the two pieces, both heroes 
lose their crowns, and both descend to the 
perpetration of acts of villainy in revenge. 
There is too much of the blood spectacle in this 
play for it to suit the present stage.—Acted, 
1677. Authoress, Mrs Apbra. 

* Abdicated Prince.”—Tragi-com. A political 
piece; in fact, under feigned names; it is nothing 
more or less than an exposure of the English 
court of James II.; the abdication of that prince 
giving atitle tothe play. It is written with 
great partiality, and contains much abuse. 
—Acted, 1690. Author, anonymous. 





' 


“‘Abraham’s Sacrifice,” — Religious piece, 
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The subject of this piece is Abraham offering 
Isaac as a sacrifice. There is much uncertainty 
about the origin of the play, but itis supposed 
a translation. —Date, 1560. Author, Mr Golding. 

‘¢ Albra-Mule; or, Love and Empire.”—This 
tragedy is founded on the dethronement of 
Mahomet IV. It is very affecting and interest- 
ing. Acted for the first time at Lincoln’s Ino 
Fields, 1704.—Author, Dr Joseph Trapp. 

“ Absent Man.”—Farce. Acted, Covent Gar- 
den, 1764 .—Author, Thomas Hull. 

“ Absent Man.”—Farce. Acted at Drury 
Lane, 1768.—Author, Isaac Bickerstaffe. 

“ Accomplished Maid.”—Com-Opera. A 
translation of ** La Buona Figliolo.” Acted at 
Covent Garden, 1766. Author, Mr Toms. 

“ Achilles."—Tragedy. A translation. This 
piece drew poor audiences until it was revived 
under the title of the “* Victim,” by Mr Boyer, 
in 1714,and again under the title “Iphigenia,” at 
Covent Garden, 1778.—Acted at Drury Lane, 
1700. Author, Mr Boyer. 

“ Achilles.”-—Opera. ‘This piece has for its 
groundwork the discovery of Achilles by Ulysses. 
Achilles is in female clothing throughout.— 
Acted, 1733, at Covent Garden. Author, Mr J. 
Gay.. 

“ Achilles in Petticoats.”—Alteration of the 
preceding piece. Poor success.—Acted at 
Covent Garden, 1774. Author, Mr G, Colman. 

“ Acis and Galatea.”—A Masque. ‘Transla- 
tion from Ovid’s “ Metam.” Accompanying 
this was an opera called the “ Mad Lover.” 
—Acted at Drury Lane, 1701. Author, P. 
Motteaux. 

* Acis and Galatea.”—An opera. Translation 
from Ovid’s “ Metamorphoses,” The music is 
composed by Handel.—Acted at the Haymarket, 
1732. Author, J. Gay. 

(To be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of the THearricaL JouRNAL. 
BEAUFORT HOUSE THEATRE. 

Srr,—In your report of a performance of the 
Thetis Dramatic Club at Beaufort House, you 
speak with regret of the substitution of a company 
of inexperienced aspirants, for the well-tried actors 
of the South Middlesex Rifle Corps, who used to 
appear in connexion with Sidney Roebuck, Miss 
Ella Staunton, and others. May we inform you 
that the South Middlesex company is still in 
existence, and has, during the past year, given 
three very successful representations at Beaufort 
House? ‘These have been attended by very 
crowded aud fashionable audiences, including 
Lord Ranelagh, and the officers and friends of 
the regiment. May we also add that in the 
present company there are many whose names 
will be familiar as having been connected with 
the old regime,’ and that the first and only 
acting manager, Mr Henry Bird, still holds the 
same position asin the days of yore? Tickets 
for our performances have been invariably sent to 
you, but as we have had no reports we imagined 
that they must have miscarried. 

The Thetis Club bas only given one perform— 
ance at Beaufort House, and can scarcely be 
taken as the representatives of the amateur 
strength of the district. 








As your remarks of last week are calculated to 
leave an erroneous impression upon the minds of 
some, may we ask your insertion of this explana- 
tion? and oblige,—Your obedient servants, 

Jan. 3, 1870. SouTtH MIDDLESEX. 


—_»——____ 


OLYMPIC THEATRE. 

We have to chronicle the production of a bur- 
lesque concerning the merits of which the public 
and the critic are at one. Mr Gilbert’s blank 
verse, whimsically founded upon the laureat’s 
poem of the “* Princess,” and named after it, wis 
played at the Olympic with complete success. 

There are few puns, not half-a-dozen in all, in 
the production. Add to this, that there are no 
break-downs, no music-hall songs, that the music 
and dancing 1s all good, and the success of the 
piece seems to promise a new era in burlesque, 
How sincerely we hope its promise may be tul- 
filled we need scarcely say. Admirable scenery 
and decorations were provided by the manage- 
ment, and the dresses were unusualy tasteful and 
elegant. The Amzonian warriors of the Princess 
and the members of the university in their caps 
and gowns were equally tempting. Miss M. 
Simpson (Hilaron), who made her first appear- 
ance at this theatre, Miss Augusta Thomson 
(Cyril), Miss Montgomery (Florian), Miss Addi- 
son (Lady Psyche), Miss Reinhardt (the Princess), 
and Miss Patti Josephs (Melissa), acted capitally, 
as did Mr Fisher (King Hildebrand). 

Though much better than most performances 
of burlesque, the representation still leaves room 
for improvement. The management may be 
congratulated upon its spirit, and upon having, 
we believe, paved the way to a healthier state of 
affairs as regards one class at least of dramatic 
production. 


a 
JUVENILE THEATRICALS. 

A POLYGLoT entertainment was given this 
Christmas by the pupils of the Rev G. Henslow 
(a near relation of Miss Leslie, whose acting 
has been chronicled in our pages),at the School- 
roow, South Crescent. ‘The first piece was the 
“ Miles Gloriosus” of Plautus, ably rendered in 
Latin by the senior boys; this was followed by 
Moliére’s ‘ Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” in the 
French language; it was generally remarked 
that the accent had been well mastered. ‘The 
concluding piece was the “Man with the Carpet 
Bag,” amusingly played by the younggentlemen 
(one of whom played the female character) in 
their own vernacolar, The affair was a success, 
and gave much satisfaction to the relatives and 
friends of the embryo actors, 





Tue Accipent at Croypon TuEatRE.—Mdlle. 
d’Arnauld, the columbine, whose dress caught 
fire at the Croydon Theatre last Wednesday week, 
18 progressing favourably. Though severely 
burnt onthe legs and chest, she hus not sustained 
the nervous shock so much feared at 
the time of the alarming occurrence, and it is ex- 

ected that she will shortly be able to return to 

er duties. Extra precautions against fire have 
been taken in the theatre ; and the jet of gas near 
the first “ set” from which the accident happened 
has been entirely removed, 


—- «—- 
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A LIST OF PANTOMIMES, BURLESQUES, 
AND EXTRAVAGANZAS FOR 1870. 

Drury Lane, pantomime, “The Beauty and 
the Beast ; or, Old Mother Bunch.” Harlequins, 
H. Saville and Fawdon Vokes; clowns, H. 
Boleno and Rowella; pantaloons, P, Herring 
and Morris ; columbines, Misses Grosvenor and 
Vokes. 

Covent Garden, pantomime, “The Yellow 
Dwarf ; or, Harlequin Cupid and the King of the 
Golden Mines.” Mr F. Payne as Harlequir, 
Mdlle. Esta as Columbine, Mr Pauls as Panta- 
loon, and Mr H. Payne as Clown. 

Haymarket, “The Fair One with the Golden 
Locks,” extravaganza. 

Pavilion, “ Valentine and Orson.” Harlequin 
Mr D’Auban; clowns, Ward and Stonette ; pan- 
taloon, R. Jones ; columbine, Miss D’Auban. 

Sadler’s Wells, pantomime, “ Ye Faire Maide 
of Merrie Islington; or, Harlequin Ye Cruel 
Prior of Canonbury, and the Chivalrous Knight 
of St. John’s.” Harlequin, Howard; clown, 
Sylvestre; pantaloon, Herbert; columbine, Mdlle 
Moda. 

Standard, pantomime, ‘‘ Jack and the Bean- 
stalk; or, the Seven Champions.” Harlequin, 
Roby ; clown, G. Boleno ; pantalvon, Stuart ; 
columbine, Miss Roby. 

Grecian, pantomime, *‘ The Gnome Fly, and 
Nine Dwarfs, and the Magic Crystal.” Harle- 

uin, H, Osmond; clown, Rowella; pantaloon, 

. Inch; columbines, Messrs Gerris, Howes, and 
Harford. 

Surrey, pantomime, ‘St. George and the 
Dragon ; or, Old Father Time, and the Seven 
Champions o{f Christendom.” Harlequin, Mr 
St. Maine ; clown, Mr Harvey; pantaloon, Mr 
Abbott; columbines, Misses Collier and ; St. 
Main. 

Astley’s, pantomime, “Jack and the Bean- 
stalk.” Harlequin, Mr Lacey; clown, Mr 
Stonette ; pantaloon, Mr Beckingham ; colum- 
bine, Mdme. Rowella. 

Alfred, pantomime, “ Harlequin Gulliver and 
the Lilliputians.” Harlequin, Mr Lauraine: 
clown, Mr Lionel; pantaloon, Mr Brunton; 
columbine, Mdile. Estra, 

Crystal Palace, ** Dick Whittington and his 
Wonderful Cat ; or, the Butterfly Ball, and the 
Grasshopper’s Feast.” 

Gaiety, burlesque, * Wat Tyler, M.P.” Miss 
Farren, Mr Toole, Miss Loseby, and Increased 
Company, Ballet, and Chorus. 

Globe, Oriental burlesque, entitled, ‘ Lord 
Bateman ; or, the Proud Young Porter, and the 
Fair Sophia.” Lord Bateman, Miss Fanny 
Josephs. Messrs Clarke, Marshall, Beckett, 
Mesdames Hughes, Sidney, Behrend, Stephens, 
and Williams, 

St. James’s,extravaganza,*' La Belle Sauvage.” 

Charing Cross, ‘Abou Hassan ; or, an Arabian 
Knight’s Entertainment.” 

East London, *' Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
Harlequin, W. Boleno; clown, Little Giovannelli; 
pantaloon, W. Lewis; Columbine, Miss Nellie 
Ashton, 

Victoria, pantomime, ‘Che, Chi, Chow,Chan.” 
Harlequin, Mr Laurette; clowns, Johnny Jobus 
aud Robert; pantaloons, Messrs Carter and 
Mitchell ; columbine, Mdlle. Jullien. 








THE CABINET THEATRE. 

Tuis little house, now improved, and pre- 
senting the appearance of a microscopic metro- 
politan theatre, was opened during the 
Christmas week, by the Australian variety 
Company, assisted by Mr Kendrick and Miss 
Lisle, in their favourite duologue, “ A Happy 
Pair.” 

Last Thursday was the ladies’ night, when 
the redoutable ‘‘ Lady of Lyons” was once 
more introduced to public notice. This irre- 
pressible drama is the oft-chosen vehicle for 
emotional display, and gave Mr Milletts and 
Miss Rose Lisle a good chance to air their 
abilities in the characters of the hero and hero- 
ine. They and Messrs Kendrick and Clifford, 
who appeared as the inseparables, Beauseant 
and Glavis, were the main support of the piece, 
the accessory parts being but poorly sustained; 
indeed, owing to the absence of Miss Cowle, 
Miss K. Cooke read the lines alloted to Paul- 
ine’s mother, and other parts were doubled ; 
the general effect, therefore, was that of a 
hastily got-up affair. Still, the principals were 
good, Miss Lisle playing with much sweetness, 
and never attempting to overact the part. Her 
scenes with Claude—she was moved even to 
tears—were natural and refined; her gentle, 
nestling style telling with admirable effect. 
Mr Millett, who acted Melnotte to perfection, 
acted up to her, and spoke his long speeches 
with an evenness of elocution and a suppressed 
emotion that indicated  self-possession and 
repose, but where intense dramatic power 
should have been evoked he was at times 
found wanting; notably at the close of Act 4. 
Beauseant has seldom been so well represented 
on the amateur stage, Mr Kendrick’sartistic and 
trenchant rendering of the vindictive swell en- 
titling him to more applause than he obtained, 
but who ever sympathises with stage villains? 
the foppishness of Glavis was quite within the 
bounds of decorum, as elicited by Mr Clifford, 
whose magnificent brilliants, (worn outside his 
glove) could not have been purchased for a £50 
note atHunt and Roskell’s. The dresses were 
So appropriate as to draw from usa word of 
eucomium for Mr May. Miss Graham was 
the widow, but was unequal to the pathos of 
the character. Mr Doughton was the Damas. 

The Haymarket farce, ‘‘A Kiss in the 
Dark,” which preceded the Lyttonian melo- 
drama, can only be described as a disgraceful 
fiasco, Mr M. §. Johnson (who played little 
Clarke’s part), as well as the other dramatis 
persone, requiring the prompter’s assistance 
allthe time ; in fact, the farce may be said to 
have been efficiently read by that useful 
appendage to the proscenium wing. Miss 


Kate Cooke had little more to do than to 
look pretty, and that she did most effectively ; 
the general smutching of noses, indeed, was 
the only marked feature of the performance; 
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that dusky operation, however, served to en- 
hance this young lady’s complexion. 

We take this opportunity of once more 
declaring our intention relentlessly to wage 
war against culpable slovenliness ; there is too 
much of that sort of thing; we feel it is our 
duty to point out defects, else we shall be 
overrun with slipshod mediocrity, and supine- 
ness, weeds that, uneradicated, may choke the 
healthy plants in our Thespian garden. 

ee 

Mrs. F. Morton.—This lady, better known as 
Mrs R. Honnuer, died on Wednesday last, greatly 
regretted, as an estimable lady and a talented 
actress. Miss Macarthy—for such she will be re- 
membered by many an old playgoer—was born on 
the 2lst of December, 1808, in the town of 
Enniskillen, Ireland. At an early age she em- 
braced the stage as a_ profession, and made her 
first appearance ata small theatre in the south 
of Ireland. As the hero of juvenile tragedy, she 
attracted the attention of the elder Kean, 
Macready, &c., by her performances at Dublin, 
and in 1831, she made her first appearance 
before a London audience at the Pavilion. In 
1833 Davidge engaged her for the Coburg, 
and afterwards for the Surrey, where she proved 
a great favourite. In June, 1835, Miss Macarthy 
played Julia, in ‘*The Hunchback,” at Drury 
Lane, for the benefit of “Jerry Sneak Russell,” 
with remarkable success. On the. 2ist of May, 
1836, she became the wife of Mr Robert Honner, 
who was at that time the stage-manager of the 
Surrey. On the Surrey side Mrs Honner was for 
some years a great favourite. In 1838 her hus- 
band became, with T. L. Greenwood, lessee of 
Sadler’s Wells, and here Mrs Honner was greatly 
esteemed. In 1845, husband and wife returned 
to the Surrey. Mrs Honner on the death of her 
husband, appeared successively at the Standard 
and the Britannia Theatres. She was essentially 
the heroine of the domestic drama, and in 
pathos wholly unapproachable. The unfortunate 
lady had for some time been lying in a most 
distressing condition, a victim to paralysis, 
which had wholly deprived her of the use of her 
linbs. She expired at the house of her husband, 
Mr Frederick Morton, stage manager of Charing 
Cross Theatre, at eleven o’clock on Wednesday. 

Most assuredly the tectotalers are going ahead- 
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See the heading of an advertisement which appeared 
but a day or two ago in the Daily News :—“* ALuaM- 
BrA (Temperance) Music-natu.” Now what in the 
name of all that is extraordinary is a ‘ Temperance 
Music Hall? Can it be possible that sentimental 
songs are interrupted with the popping of ginger- 
beer corks? Is the ‘fascinating Mrs Leery’ wel- 
omed with shouts from lemonade moistened throats? 
Does the Great Cad ‘ oblige again’ after a cheering 
libation of raspberry-vinegar and water, or can the 
olly Horsecollar grin more idiotically after repeated 
bottles of soda-water ? Or is it intended as a sort 
bf antidote for other music-halls ? Is ita sanatarum 
whera misguided youths can go to revive their bat- 
cred constitutions after a severe course of other music 
halls, aud is there a continual tap of Sainsbury’s 
Number Two’ always kept flowing on the premises? 
own I should much like to know, and shall cer- 
tinly pay a visit to this ‘Temperance Music Hall’ 
before long.” 





REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
ert’ Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 
OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLun-noom, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; ‘Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street Kast, Commercial- 
road, E. 


HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice aweek. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
e ae Woods, Esu., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB (Established 1866. )—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the same, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry Waker, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N, 








The Prince aud Princess of Teck visited the 
Globe Theatre on Saturday evening to witness 
the performance of Mr Byron in ‘“*Not Such a 
Fool as He Looks.” 

Miss Marriott will shortly appear at Sadler’s 
Wells. 

A festival is being organized in Paria in honour 
of tke approaching centenary of Beethoven. 

Mr Kennedy, the well-kuown Scottish vocalist, 
gives the first of three entertainments at the 
Hanover Square Rooms on Friday evening next. 
Mr Kennedy is so well-known that a simple an- 
nouncement to the above effect is enough. 

PLAYS AND RoMaNCes sell as well as books 
of devotion, but with this difference, more 
people read the former than buy them, and more 
buy the latter than read them.—T. HuaGues’s 
“Tom Brown.” 

Houutoway’s Pitts have been for years, and 
still are, renowned as a safe and salutary 
remedy for indigestion, liver complaints, and all 
manner of eruptions and skin diseases, Pains 
in the stomach after eating, eructations of wind, 
pain in the back, aching of the right shoulder, 
weakness, languor, and tawny hue of the skin, 
all disappear under the purifying powers of 
these admirable Pills. They contain no 
ingredient which by possibility could hurt the 
most feeble frame. They effect a salubrious 
though momentous change throughout the 
system by thoroughly expelling impurities, and 
imposing On every Organ its natural functions. 
Many testimonials of their efficacy can be pro- 
duced, received from all parts of the world. 





Something New for Albums. 

“The Shakspeare Carte de Proverbe.’’—(Copyright). 
EARLY 700 choice proverbs frem the plays of 
N Shakspeare in a series of Photographic Cartes 
(same size as Carte de Visite), each containing about 60 
proverbs with references and portrait series, No. 1, now 
ready, price one shilling, post free for 13 stamps. 
Lacy, ‘Theatrical Bookseller, 89, Strand, London, W.C, 

Stage Scenery and Appointments. 
ATKINS AND '‘t1IETJEN supply the above for 
Dramatic ENTERTAINMENTS, &c., on very 
Moderate Terms.,---Address : 12, New Gloucester-street, 

Hoxton, N, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 





218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


IIIS brilliant aud favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Kight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE, 
Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR, 


n Monday, and dwing the week, will be produced, on a scale of magnificence hitherto unsurpassed 
a great local Christmas Pantomime, entitled, 
YE FAIRE MAIDE OF MERRIE ISLINGTON; OR, HARLEQUIN YE CRUEL PRIOR 
OF CANONBURY AND THE CHIVALROUS KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN. 
written by F. G. Cheetham, Esq. Gowrie’s scenery. ‘The splendid costly dresses by Mr Coombes and Mrs Cave; 
machinery by C. Hoare and Oates; properties by Mr Hassett. ‘The whole produced under the immediate direction 
of Mr Robert Edgar, Ye Cruel Prior of Cannonbury, Mr F. W. Ford; Baron de Bagnigge Wells, Mr Richard 
Edgar; Barleymow, Mr Howard ; Penton de Ville, Miss Lilly Lonsdale ; Lord Mayor, Mr Byrne; Fun, Miss Lilly 
Baldwin; Jollity, Miss Ada Vining; Mirth, Miss Attie. the Grand Master of St. John, Miss Florence Gerald ; 
Spirit of Grimaldi, Mrs Lacy; Iseldon, Miss Julia Summers; Fairy Queen, Miss Sutherland; Monitor, Miss Annie 
Cheetham, The pantomime will be preceded by a drama. 
Juvenile Night every Friday, the pantomime played first. 


MISS MARRIOTT, the eminent tragedienne, having 
twelve nights only, commencing Saturday, January 25th. 


returned from Americo, will make her appearance for 





OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and 

\ ALEXANDRA THEATRE, _Islington.—Sole 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLL. 

Glorious success.—Timour’s Dream and Ghost Scene 
Salt’s not Pepper’s) an immense hilt. Screams of 
laughter. 

Every evening an original burlesque, written expressly 
for this establishment by Mr E, Chamberlaine, entitled, 
TIMOUR the TARTAR; or, The SWELL BELLE 
OF THE PERIOD. Supported by Messrs E. Glovan- 
nelli, C, Steyne, Chamberlaine, Campbell, and A. Vivian; 
Miss K.Heathcote (her first appearance for three years), 
Miss Annie Bentley (her first appearance here,) Miss 
Stafford, Miss Roynolds, and a numerous corps de ballet, 
Gsand transformation scene, the Rising of the Waters— 
an immense effect. Scenic Artist, Mr lenouhlet. 
Magnificent costumes by Mr 8S. May, of Bow-street, 
Music composed and arranged by Mr B. Isaacson. 

psaadoar we § by a screaming farce, in which Mr Alfred 
Vivian will appear. 

Dancing in the grand hall at nine o'clock. 

Special Notice: Great reduction in price, admission 
to all the entertainments, 6d.; balcony, 1s.; stalls, 1s. 6d. 

Open on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. 

Stage-manager, Mr J. Mordavnt; chef d’orchestra, 
. 2 a tart and Acting-manager, Mr A. Vivian. 

NOTICE—Grand Bal ’Opera, Monday, Jan. 17th, on 
a grand scale of magnificence. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 


street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with ' 


Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume, 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
ind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
1 Street.—ON VIEW PORTRAIT MODELS of 
the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., MADAME 
GRISLin the character of NORMA, taken from life, 
and upwards of 300 portrait models of celebrities of the 
present and past ages. 

Admission, 1s,; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d 

Open from cleven am. till five, and from seven till 
ten p.w, 


THE STAGE. 
\ R Wm. A. STANLEY, Professor of Elocution in 
i English, l’'rench, German, etc., has vacancies for 
Pupils (Ladies and Gentlemen) who will be thoroughly 
instructed and brought out. Constant Stage Practice 
guaranteed. 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, 
Islington, N. 25 
EW FARCE—Tue Dip.LomMatist OUTWITTED. 
* Quite up to the average of similar productions. 
-eeees We recommend the farce, especially to amateurs 
in search of novelty.””"—Vide Press. On Sale at LACY’S, 
89, Strand. 


TO AMATEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
—- Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 


BIJOU THEATRE, ARCHER STREET, W. 
THE ERRATICS 
AVEthe honour to announce that they will give a 
H Performance at the above Theatre, in aid 
of the Funds of 
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
On THURSDAY, JANUARY 13th, 1870. 
The performance to commence with T. E. W11ks’s 
Farce of 
MY WIFE’S DENTIST. 
To be followed by Dion Boucicaut’s comedy of 
LONDON ASSURANCE. 
' Numbered Stalls, 5s; Family Tickets to admit five, 20s; 
Reserved Seats, 3s ; Balcony and Area, 1s, 
Tickets to be obtained at the Theatre, of the Members, 
of Melliship and Harris, 37, Westbourne-grove ; Waters, 
97, Westbourne-grove ; Baldwin, 18, Albert Terrace, 
Royal Oak, at the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
or by payment at the Doors. 
DOORS OPEN at7. COMMENCE at 7°30. 
To Lady Amateurs. 
| \ TANTED for a Provincial Tour by a Professional 
Gentleman, a Lady competent to preside at the 
iano, sing, and play parts. Address, ZANONI, 2, 
eeds Cottages, Church-street, West Croydon. 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W. 
BesTow. 

To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite Somerset House 
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